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PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ RIVAS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
ECHR JOINTLY AFFIRM THAT THE DEMOCRATIC STATE IS A 

BASTION AGAINST TYRANNY 
 

Guido Raimondi offers the keynote address during the III Joint Seminar of the 
Constitutional Court and Supreme Court 

 
          The President of the Constitutional Court, Juan José González Rivas, and the 

President of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), Guido Raimondi, have jointly affirmed 
that the democratic system is “a bastion against tyranny”.  At the invitation of González Rivas, the 
President of the Court in Strasbourg has today participated in the III Joint Seminar of the 
Constitutional Court and Supreme Court, offering a keynote address entitled “Multiculturalism and 
the margin of appreciation on the part of national jurisdictions”  

 
          During his intervention, prior to the keynote address, the President of the 

Constitutional Court expressed his full agreement with the recent statements made by Raimondi 
in the sense that the “Rule of law represents what sets Europe apart, it is a tradition of our 
civilisation and serves as a bulwark raised in the path of tyranny”.  

 
          González Rivas took the opportunity to refer to the “threefold dimension” formed by 

the democratic principle, the defence of rights and freedoms and the supremacy of law as the 
essential characteristics of the Rule of Law. “In the absence of the rule of law that characterises 
Europe, there can be no protection nor enjoyment of rights and freedoms”, he added. 

 
          The President of the Constitutional Court reiterated before Raimondi the 

“unquestionable commitment of Spain” towards the system established by the Rome Convention 
and “the strength and maturity of our own democratic system for the safeguarding of rights”, over 
which the Constitutional Court presides. Proof of this is afforded by the statistics, as approximately 
18% of all judgments issued by the Court and more than 60% in judgments referring to matters 
of constitutional protection contain European references. 

 
         During his address, Raimondi explained that whilst the concept of “multiculturalism” 

is not included in the European Convention on Human Rights, this does not imply that it is absent 
from the case-law produced by the Court in Strasbourg. Pluralism, a fundamental principle of 
democratic societies, no longer refers only to the sphere of opinions, he added, but rather also 
takes in the diversity of cultural identities, particularly subsequent to the ECHR resolution in 
“Gorzelik et al. v. Poland”, in 2004, which referred to the registration of an association made up 
of members of an ethnic minority in the aforementioned country. 

 
         The ECHR's interpretation of several articles of the Convention, its President pointed 

out, has enabled us to understand the phenomenon of multiculturalism in our societies. Amongst 
other precepts, Raimondi referred to article 8, which safeguards the right to respect for private 
and family life; article 9, relating to religious freedom; and article 14, which prohibits discrimination. 

 
          Raimondi affirms that, for the ECHR, it is essential to preserve the cultural identity 



of individuals and ensure that diversity is afforded channels for expression, and he points out that 
safeguarding peaceful coexistence amongst different cultures is a duty that falls to States. 

 
          The Court in Strasbourg has declared that the wealth of current democratic societies 

resides in their diversity and that States are prohibited from introducing discriminatory measures 
based solely on an individual's origin. 
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